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Looking back at the history of Croix Valley Tracking Club, we 
celebrated our 25th anniversary in 2015.   
                             So this year is our 32nd year! 

So far this year, we have had our VST tracking test on June 5th at River 
Falls – University of Wisconsin.  We had 15 entries for the 5 tracks 
offered. Our judges, Inge Suchanek and Lois Leidahl-Marsh were able 
to put in an alternate track.  We had 1 member get in the draw using 
her voucher (by previously being a volunteer). There is an initial draw 
for those who have vouchers. The entrants that did not get drawn are 
now part of the overall draw.  I did think it was ironic that there were  
3 from Iowa got in to our test, which is only fair since  
Minnesotan’s got into their Des Moines VST!  We were  
lucky to be able to use the alternate track, so we were  
able to have 6 entrants.   
Unfortunately, no one passed, but as always a  

great learning tool for all involved.   
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The President's Track ….

Thank you volunteers to make this test a success.   
Ann Karrick – Off site Secretary 
Mary Barker – Head Tracklayer and Chairperson 
Julia Torgersen – On site secretary 
Tracklayers – Julie Heaton-Hill, Julia Torgersen, Sue Trosvig, Becky Johnson, Cheryl Cornett,  
Mary Barker 
Drivers – Julie Heaton-Hill 

Two weeks later, we had the Croix Valley Annual Tracking Seminar.  Every year, there are slight 
changes depending on the participants who send in their registrations.  This year we had 14 
participants in the morning session.  It was so great to see how many new interested people there 
were.   We will be telling you more in a short article later in the newsletter. 

Thank you to Joan Telfer, Becky Johnson, Hans Muessig and Sheila Koon. 
Next in the plans, will be the CVTC TDX tracking test October 23 being held at Kinnickinnick State 
Park at Rivers Fall, WI with our infamous judges Nan Cochrane and Becky Johnson.  Off site 
Secretary is Ann Karrick, On-site secretary is Kati Green and the Head Tracklayer is Wendy Sommer. 
Please contact Wendy to volunteer for tracklayers, cross tracklayers and drivers.   
Wendy Sommer  sommer8856@aol.com 

I have heard that people would love to have more tests so they can enter.  This is always a great 
idea, however, there are a few factors that we do not always think about when putting on a test.   
Tests are not usually moneymakers.   
CVTC can afford a loss of putting on a test, if we have something else that can bring in money. 
Sounds easy….but Both require volunteers.  It can be stressful for the person asking for volunteers 
to make their event a success. I have heard that if they get called, they will volunteer.   This adds a 
lot of time to call everyone to just get 6 or more volunteers.  There is always the worry that once 
you find the volunteers, they can’t volunteer last minute due to family issues, sickness, etc and then 
to find someone to step in last minute.  There is also volunteer burnout…the same ones volunteer 
since no one else does. 

Remember, to make our events a success we need volunteers.  Please notify the person that is the 
Head tracklayer or the person in charge of the event. 
We are half way through 2022…how can that be! 

Also, don’t forget TCOTC will be having their TD test a week after ours, October 30. Please help 
them out too.   For those that may not know, we change every year with TCOTC.  Next year, CVTC 
has the TD and TCOTC has the TDX. 
                                                                Jenny 
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                                               IMPORTANT DATES                                                                             
    CVTC TDX tracking test October 23 being held at Kinnickinnick State  

   TCOTC will be having their TD test a week after our TDX, on October 30.
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In memory of Kitty Sweeney, submitted by Becky Johnson and Deb Pearthree
 

The dog sports community lost a treasured member with the passing of Kitty Sweeney. There are so many 
things she contributed to the dog community and she will be greatly missed. Here are just a few. 
Kitty was active in tracking and obedience training and competition. She had a wealth of experience 
gained 
in training her dogs and was always willing to share her perspective on training and was a wonderful 
mentor to many. She had good suggestions on solving problems and/or training techniques and she was 
very helpful on solving training issues. 

Kitty was willing to serve on committees and boards for organizations including the Twin Cities Airedale 
Club, the National Otterhound Club and the CVTC. Becky unearthed this introduction written when 
Kitty joined the CVTC board as Treasurer in 2003 and thinks that it will trigger wonderful thoughts of 
Kitty.

Kitty Sweeney began tracking when she started her 6 month old Otterhound “Zoe.” Zoe is now 
10 years old and has earned a TD and a CD.  Kitty is active in obedience with her Airedale 
“Ian,” and is ready to begin showing him in Open.  Kitty has recently added an Otterhound 
puppy to her pack.  She describes “Mosley” as a “major brat” and expects he will be her 
versatility dog.  At four months old, Mosely is busy with Puppy Kindergarten, Puppy Agility 
and of course, tracking.  Kitty describes herself as tied up with dogs and lawn care.  After all 
you need a big yard for your dogs!

She went on to add additional Otterhounds to her home, Chili and Seamus, and continued tracking as 
long as she was able. 
If you ever attended an event that involved food, you know that Kitty was an excellent cook and always 
contributed great food to an event. That was always something to look forward to and greatly enjoyed!
There are so many memories of attending a variety of dog events with Kitty. One of the highlights was an 
Airedale Specialty in Winnipeg several years ago, where along with Mary Barker, our Airedales were the 
highest qualifiers in the obedience trial. It was quite a testament to our training and very exciting!
We always had fun talking at all of the CVTC events and whenever we had a chance to get together.  

We will always treasure these memories.
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C R O I X  VA L L E Y  AN N U A L  TR A C K I N G  SE M I N A R .
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Nancy Kehoe with 5  month old  
“Gabe”… great  nose to  the ground

  Corrine and Sai lor  
heading to  that  glove
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Sue Trosvig is proud to announce Eau Pleine’s Sweet Greta was 
tracking certified by Joan in early June.  She’s just a little 

sweetheart. Sue reports this was her first try at tracking. And 
she notes while she has so much to learn but she is having a 

great time. 
She is a 3 years old field bred English Cocker Spaniel. 
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Right from the Croix Valley Tracking Archives! 



Thoughts of the past: 

·       Tick repellant:  Murphy Oil Soap, Mix 2 parts water with one part Murphy Oil 
Soap 

·       To remove burs:  Use baby oil on bur and comb out 
  
Tracking thoughts from the past: 
  

·       Read the AKC tracking rules and regulations. 
·       Do not flag corners.  Put flags either 10 steps before or after the corner or 5 

to 10 steps after the corner.    Only do this for a very short time.  The dog will 
start keying off of the flags and may drag you down the track to show them to 
you. 

·       Remember to practice along tree and shrub lines 
·       Use the beginning, start command, once, only at the beginning.  Then have 

another term on the rest of the track when the dog is goofing off, get busy, 
get to work… 

·       Hook:  When a dog is off track and goes back onto the track they will do a 
hook.  This is a quick turn into the direction of the track. 

·       Can use food, articles or both when training your dog to track. 
·       When the dog is working do not talk. 
·       When training praise, treat and play with the articles that are found by the 

dog. 
·       When training starts with your dog, approach the start flag from different 

angles. 
·       At the start flag count to at least five before releasing your dog to the track. 
·       Do not let the dog think you know where the track goes.  Watch your body 

language.  Example:  do not point your right foot to the right if the track goes 
that way. 

·       Work one thing at a time: 
·       Working on age, keep track short with only one or two turns. 
·       Working turns, keep legs short and fresh, hot, track. 
·       Working distance do a fresh, hot track with only a couple of turns. 
·       Working starts do three tracks vs one track with no turns and short legs. 
·       When a tracking dog stops and lifts their head it may mean they have lost 

the scent of the track.  Back up while allowing the tracking line to slip through 
your fingers 3 to 4 steps.   
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 STARTS 

If having trouble with starts.  The age of the tracks is dependent on what stage your 
training is at, beginner: getting ready for TD, TDU, advanced: getting ready for a 
TDX, VST. Place an article at the beginning and at the end of each track. Each 
number below is a separate day of training: 

1)     Series of 3 tracks, one turn each.  Age of track, beginner hot, advanced 1 to 
2 hours. Alternate the directions of the turns.  1st leg long, at least 100 
steps. 2nd leg short, 50-60 steps.  Bait with food every 10 to 15 steps on 
both legs. 

2)     Series of 3 tracks, one turn each.  Age of track, beginner ½ to 1 hour, 
advanced 2 to 3 hours. Alternate the directions of the turns.  1st and 2nd legs 
both 100 steps. Bait both 1st and 2nd leg every 20 steps. 

3)     Series of 3 tracks, one turn each.  Age of track, beginner 1 to 2 hour, 
advanced 3 to 4 hours. Alternate the directions of the turns.  1st and 2nd legs 
both 100 steps. Bait 1st leg at 30 to 40 steps then every 20 to 30 steps.  2nd 
leg bait at 30 to40 steps then every 20 to 30 steps. 

4)     One track, two turns, 3 legs.  Age of track, beginner ½ to 1 hour, advanced 
2 to 3 hours. Leg length 100/100/50 to 60 steps. Bait at 50 steps on 1st and 
2nd leg.  3rd leg bait every 20 steps to the end. 

5)     On track, two turns, 3 legs.  Age of track, beginner 1 to 2 hour, advanced 3 
to 4 hours.  Leg length 60/70/70 to 100 steps. No bait on 1st leg.  Bait in the 
middle of the 2nd leg.  3rd leg  3 to 4 bait drops. 

6)     On track, two turns, 3 legs.  Age of track, beginner hot, advanced 1 to 2 
hours.  Leg length 60/60/70 to 100 steps. No bait on 1st and 2nd leg.  3rd leg 
lots of bait drops. 
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2022 Croix Valley Tracking Club 
Membership Renewal (for 2022) 

Date Submitted________________ 
Membership Dues $30.00 , one voucher can be used for membership or to get in the worker draw for 
one of our tests.  Using my voucher for membership___________ $15  (see below for more 
information on vouchers) 
Applicant(s) Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________________State____________Zip Code_______________ 

Phone: __________________________ cell phone:_____________________________ 

E-Mail _______________________________________ 

Occupation (optional): ___________________________________________________________________ 

How do you want to be notified of upcoming events? Check one:       Email me ___      Call me _____ 

I/We hereby agree to abide by the constitution and bylaws of the Croix Valley Tracking Club and the Rules 
and Regulations of the American Kennel Club. 

Email Notification  CVTC events/info notification is done by Email  
croixvalley_tracking@yahoogroups.com 

If you do not get notifications, please let Jenny Zimmerman know    tabodyworks@gmail.com 

Signature _______________________________________________________ 

Indicate the areas in which you would be willing to help at a match or trial:       

(Best way to notify you: ____ email___ text____call) 

_____Chairperson _____Judge _____Trial Secretary _____Head Tracklayer     _____Tracklayer 

_____Cross-Tracklayer _____Hospitality _____Gallery Control _____Fundraising Activities 

____housing for out of state tracking judges _____Transportation for judges at trial or transportation for  

exhibitors and/or tracklayers at trial _____Do you want to be a Nominee for CVTC Board of Directors 

Please mail completed application with dues payable to:  Croix Valley Tracking Club 
        Jenny Zimmerman 
        780 Cottage Ave W. 

St. Paul, MN 55117 

Thank you for renewing and welcome to Croix Valley Tracking Club!  Visit our website at www.cvtclub.org 

Remember, one day of work gets you 1/2 of a voucher or 1/2 of worker draw coupon 
Two days gets you a voucher (for 1/2 off of membership) or a worker draw coupon.      

Out of state members can help by preparing flyers, finding judges ….just call a board member. 
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