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Hi Everyone!

I’m this year’s president and just want to greet all of you and 
share a little of my story.  I’m a long-time lover of the Airedale 
Terrier.  Georgie and Laika are my 4th & 5th Airedales.  I hold 
down a day job, squeeze tracking in when time allows, and my 
love for tracking outdoors with my pups makes for a perfect day 
for me.  I’ve put multiple TD’s and TDX’s on my pups and am 
working on our first VST title.  I also compete in obedience, 
agility and rally; balancing all the venues is my passion and 
keeps me young!
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You may have noticed the club dropped back to two tracking tests this past year.  We chose to do 
this in an effort to balance our commitment to holding tracking tests and providing social activities to 
grow our sense of community.  We are offering a tracking seminar and picnic this year for starters; I 
encourage you to help grow our tracking community by attending one of these events.  We are also 
holding a VST and TD test this year; please come watch, volunteer or cheer on your fellow 
trackers…. And we are known for outstanding lunches.

CVTC is committed to holding local tracking tests but the hard truth is that we don’t make money 
holding tracking tests… we lose money.  We hold fundraisers to keep our balance sheet in the 
black.  We lost money on our Obedience Run-N-Done this past February; not a lot of money but a 
loss none-the-less.  So the board has been putting their heads together to find profitable means for 
bringing funds into the club.

The board would like to discuss with the membership whether to consider submitting our application 
to hold AKC Scent Work trials or not.  We will be holding a general membership meeting on Sunday 
July 14th at 5:30pm at BAMBU off of Highway 61 and Interstate 694 in Little Canada.  We’ve 
gathered facts regarding what it takes, etc. and will present the information and take a vote.  The 
board is a bit torn with the fact we just dropped back to two tests/year and now we are talking about 
adding another test as well as the fear this will draw the club away from it origins of being an AKC 
tracking club.  If you decide to attend the general membership meeting, you will see the profitability 
and need; that an opportunity exists for those clubs willing to take the risks.

And lastly, my tracking tip for the day… each time you go out, focus on one thing only!  As those 
more experienced than me say “other challenges will creep up even if you focus on just one thing!”

Happy Tracking!

Mary Barker
cdxdlae@yahoo.com

The President's Track ….
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Spring VST 
UW River Falls Campus 

Sunday – June 2 

Marge Schultz and Lois Leidahl-Marsh 
Secretary: Ann Karrick 

On-Site Secretary: Patty Fulton 
Need Head Tracklayer 

  

TDU/VST Seminar 
  

 June 8 at Shamrock Park in Shoreview, MN  
contact: Jenny Zimmerman  

This will be available for all who want to work on 
specific issues. Whether you are new to the sport  

or been doing it for years 

Fall TDU Certification and Run Thrus 
Saturday September 21 at UW River Falls Campus.  

This was a great time even though we have been doing VST tests.  
                  Maybe this is why Diamond passed his VST and became champion tracker! 

Fall TD TEST 
  

October 20, 2019 with Judges Becky Johnson and Lucy Seeley 
Secretary: Ann Karrick 

On-Site Secretary: Denise Peck 
Head Tracklayer: Kati Green 

*2020 VST Test*  
We already have our two judges Joan Telfer and Inge Suchanek. 
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  2019 is going to be a great year for tracking! 

2019 CVTC EVENTS
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Rocki’s TDX 
or

“The 3 Ps: Patience, Persistence, and Positive 
Thoughts”

My Russell Terrier Rocki  
(Nuestra Amiga Rocki CAA BCAT TDX)  

passed her TDX test on her 2nd try on October 21, 2018 at 
Kinnkinnic State Park in Wisconsin. Croix Valley Tracking 
Club held the test and the judges were Kamrin McKnight 

and Jon Bishop. Deb Finsted was my track layer. 

I have attached a map so that you can refer to it when 
reading this. 

     It was a beautiful fall day and Rocki and I 
drew the 4th track. We did not start our track 
until 12:12. We started in the middle of the 
field south of the road and west of the parking 
lot at Kinni. I knew that Rocki was a fast 
tracker and expected her to go down the track 
with my holding her back most of the way and 
that is how we started. I pocketed the start 
article scarf and we were off.  Rocki ran down 
the track, took the first obtuse turn, ignored 
the cross tracks and got in between the trees 
near the road. I knew this would slow her 
down as those trees hold a lot of good scents. I 
was also pretty sure that the track did not go 
across the road since I was offered a ride to the 
start, not told that I had to take one.  However, 
towards the road was where Rocki really 
wanted to go, so I let her explore all the deer 
trails (or practice trails) going towards the 
road. She was also concerned about the judges 
who had moved up pretty close so that they 
could see what we were doing. She has always 
been very distracted by people watching her. 
So, I spent several minutes there letting her 
explore and carefully staying behind her, not 
letting her go out to the road, stepping back to 
where I knew we were on track.  I kept waiting 
for the judges to call us off or call me for 
guiding, which I was trying very hard NOT to 
do. I kept thinking why don’t they just blow the 
whistle and put us out of our misery, but then I 
remembered that you should never give up 
until they actually do blow the whistle.



 After what seemed like an eternity, Rocki finally headed away from the road on the track which ran 
between the trees and the parking lot. She headed off on a deer track and wanted to go under the big 
tree, but I did quite a bit of leash untangling because I knew that was not where the track would go (too 
soon for a turn and not unobstructed enough for a cross track). We went further along. I don’t think she 
really noticed the second set of cross tracks, but she did a lot of crittering. Then, she was about 20 feet off 
to the right of the track by another tree when she found something wonderful to roll in. All I could do 
was hold onto the leash and let her roll while constantly calling “Rocki, leave it. Rocki, get tracking” After 
another eternity, she finally came back to what I thought was the track, crossed it and found her second 
article about 6 feet left of where we were. She loves articles and does not give them to me, so down the 
track we went with a blue patch in her mouth. We came to the next turn which was right and then went 
down into a ditch of brambles. She really didn’t want to go that way, but spent more time crittering all 
around the area. On about the 3rd or 4th time she came back to the track (after many leash untangles), she 
finally went down to the ditch and under the raspberry canes which really weren’t a problem for her 
down at her level. Then the track became a meander up towards the path and down again. She went 
between and around the trees to the 4th corner. By this time, it was getting warmer and she had been 
tracking for a while, so she wanted to explore the shade of some fir trees and see whatever was in them, 
but I held on without following her that way and she finally decided to get back on the track which went 
away from the path and back in the field towards the west. 

Then, at the next corner we headed north towards the tree line and she found an article. It was a green 
cloth portable water bowl which she loved. She picked it up and chewed on it, dropped it, I would reach 
to pick it up and she would pick it up and run on, so we made these funny little hops of about 20 feet 
down that leg with her chewing on the article while tracking and my chasing her down the track. I finally 
was able to get it after she took the next corner out into the fields. That leg she did pretty fast. I just had 
to keep up with her and not lose my footing in the heavy cover. She took the final corner right on and 
raced to the glove through some thick small trees which I had to negotiate. She, of course, held onto the 
glove with all her might, so I just held her up with the glove to show that we had found it and then we 
walked out of the fields with her prize in her mouth. Total time for the track: the longest 55 min. of my 
life! 
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TDU/VST AKC Tracking Seminar 
(Tracking Dog Urban/Variable Surface Tracker) 

Whether you and your dog are new to the sport or 
you need to work on specific areas, this seminar is 

for you! 
Sponsored and presented by members of Croix Valley Tracking 

Club 

Saturday, June 8, 2019 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Bring your own lunch 
Shamrock Park 

5623 Snelling Ave. 
(Snelling and Cty. Rd. I, Shoreview) 

Cost:  $50, non-member;  $25 members 

(CVTC membership sign up accepted day of seminar) 

Sign up early! Limited space available 

Go to www.cvtclub.org to download registration flyer 

To register:  Contact Jenny Zimmerman at tabodyworks@gmail.com  

or 651-485-7816 
  6
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CVTC BOARD MEETING MINUTES   FRIDAY,  MAY 3, 2019

Called to order 5:45 pm     -      Ended 6:50 pm 

In attendance:  Mary Barker, Melissa Jokela, Julia Torgersen, Denise Nord 

Minutes from 2/9/19 were accepted 

Treasurer’s report:  per Joan Telfer, checking account balance is $5,394.17 

Officers: 
      President:  Mary Barker 

      VP: Melissa Jokela 

      Treasurer:  Joan Telfer 

      Secretary: Denise Nord 

      Member at Large: Julia Torgersen 

Old business: 

The February 2019 run throughs at Animal Inn lost $20.00.  Feedback was “not a good site”  Board 
members will check out TCOTC (Julia) , Cloud 9, ACTS (Denise) and All Breed Obedience (Melissa)  
for possible sites for 2020 

June VST – all set with judges, site, contracts 

      UW River Falls, June 2nd, judges are Marge Schultz & Lois Leidahl-Marsh 
      Chair/ Secretary: Ann Karrick, Patty Fulton 
      Head tracklayer: Becky Johnson 
      Hospitality:  Robin Kilbury 
 

Julia to double check hotel room for Lois 

Tracking Seminar – June 8th VST/TDU at Shamrorck Park in Shoreview – info posted on the website, 
flyers out to local schools 

TCOTC has a tracking seminar on June 15th 

No fall VST this year.  There will be a club get together with tracking on Saturday August 17th at 
Shar’s Bluff in Hastings.  Mary is checking park info, Melissa to put flyer together 

Fall TD – Saturday October 20, 2019 

Judges:  Becky Johnson, Lucy Seeley  
Chair: Denise Peck 
Secretary: Ann Karrick/Denise Peck 
Head tracklayer: Kati Green 
We need hospitality – Julia may take this on  
We need a judges driver 
Chair needs to check on judge’s hotel status 
Contracts completed 
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CVTC BOARD MEETING MINUTES   FRIDAY ,  MAY 3, 2019

Nomination committee for 2020/2022 board – some names were discussed – volunteers always 
welcomed! 

2020 Events 

Spring VST – May 31, 2020 at UW River Falls 

Judges: Joan Telfer, Inge Suchanek 
Chair – needed!  
Secretary – Denise Nord 
Head tracklayer – needed! 
Hospitality – needed! 
Judges contracts are completed 
Hotel needed for Inge 
Paperwork for UW River Falls needs to be completed/reservation made, AKC application in 

Fall TDX – Oct 18, 2020 

Confirm site – Kinni?  
Mary to confirm judges 
Chair/Secretary:  Mary Barker 
Head tracklayer – needed 
Hospitality – needed 

New business: 
Melissa is working on a possible email group to replace yahoo (so no account needed) this is Mailman 
through the website host.  She has also set up a Facebook page Croix Valley Tracking Club for all 
members and information 

The idea of offering AKC Scent Work trials was discussed.  Are members interested? Is this within the 
realm of CVTC as a tracking club?  Is it heresy?!  At the moment it is a definitely a money making 

proposition but lots more groups are offering nose/scent work.  Requires volunteers.  This will be 
discussed more fully at the next board meeting – ALL ARE WELCOME, see below. 

The board will look into what AKC requires in the meantime 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  SUNDAY JULY  14TH, 6 PM AT BAMBU RESTAURANT, 1715 BEAM 
AVENUE 

Maplewood  ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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2019 Croix Valley Tracking Club 
Membership Renewal (for 2019) 

Date Submitted________________ 
Membership Dues $30.00 , one voucher can be used for membership or to get in the worker draw for one of our tests.  Using my 
voucher for membership___________ $15  (see below for more information on vouchers) 

Applicant(s) Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________________State____________Zip Code_______________ 

Phone: __________________________ cell phone:_____________________________ 

E-Mail _______________________________________ 

Occupation (optional): ___________________________________________________________________ 

How do you want to be notified of upcoming events? Check one:       Email me ___      Call me _____ 

I/We hereby agree to abide by the constitution and bylaws of the Croix Valley Tracking Club and the Rules and 
Regulations of the American Kennel Club. 
Email Notification  CVTC events/info notification is done by Email  croixvalley_tracking@yahoogroups.com 
If you do not get notifications, please let Jenny Zimmerman know    tabodyworks@gmail.com 
Signature _______________________________________________________ 

Indicate the areas in which you would be willing to help at a match or trial:       

(Best way to notify you: ____ email___ text____call) 

_____Chairperson _____Judge _____Trial Secretary _____Head Tracklayer     _____Tracklayer 

_____Cross-Tracklayer _____Hospitality _____Gallery Control _____Fundraising Activities 

____housing for out of state tracking judges _____Transportation for judges at trial or transportation for  

exhibitors and/or tracklayers at trial _____Do you want to be a Nominee for CVTC Board of Directors 

Please mail completed application with dues payable to:  Croix Valley Tracking Club 
        Jenny Zimmerman 
        780 Cottage Ave W. 

St. Paul, MN 55117 

Thank you for renewing and welcome to Croix Valley Tracking Club!  Visit our website at www.cvtclub.org 

Remember, one day of work gets you 1/2 of a voucher or 1/2 of worker draw coupon  
Two days gets you a voucher (for 1/2 off of membership) or a worker draw coupon.      

Out of state members can help by preparing flyers, finding judges ….just call a board member. 
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