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Club member Lokki pictured in an article  
about tracking in the woods published in  
the “Woods Reader”, a new Minnesota  
magazine about anything “woods”.  Shows  
tracking, the articles used and he demos a 
down on his article while dreaming of finally  
passing the TDX in 2019!
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Happy 2019 to all Croix Valley Tracking Club members 

Good news, 2019 CVTC is planning several different types of 
activities, with the goal of covering the wide, and varying, needs of a 
small member club.  See the list at the end. 

Our club is very different from many other tracking groups.  One 
difference is that most tracking clubs are part of a larger dog training 

group or club.  As an example, TCOTC tracking group is part of the Twin Cities Obedience Training Club.  
TCOTC offers many additional activities (such as obedience, agility, therapy dog training, conformation etc.) 
giving them a bigger revenue stream.  For CVTC, our revenue comes only from membership (we have 
approximately 45 members) and a few activities such as obedience and agility run throughs. 

Despite our size, we receive comments from our tracking test judges on how well run and organized tracking test 
run by our club are. They also comment that for being a single activity club, with not a big membership on how 
well we keep everything organized. 

Until I was involved in running a tracking test little did I understand how much energy, money and volunteerism is 
needed to have a successful test. 

In past years, we have been very lucky to be able to call on local judges at any time. This is no longer as true.  
Times change, as far as what judges want to do and how much they want to do. Being a tracking judge is hard 
work! Plus, for most judges it is two days of volunteering, as most judges do not have a fee. But, since we are not 
always able to use local judges, they have to come from out of state. That adds to the cost of running a test, with 
the cost of transportation, housing and meals. 

As an example, the expenses for the 2018 October TDX test included: 

• Judges flights, meals, lodging and misc: $1420 

• Rental, hospitality and park fees: approx $150 

• AKC: approx. $50 

This is an approximate cost of $1620.  Revenue from test entrants: 6X $125 = $750 

Even though there is a large expense, it is critical to find volunteers to run the test (Secretary, Chairperson, Head 
tracklayer, tracklayers, drivers and hospitality to name a few). We have a great group of volunteers, but most are 
the same group of people. 

In past years, we had 4 tests.  This was stretching our volunteers to thin. 

Due to this, we will only have 2 tracking tests a year. Not only with this keep our tests successful and well run, it 
will keep our volunteers from burning out. This will also allow us to provide seminars and run throughs. 

One item we need to look at as a club, finding ways to reduce the expenses of running our tracking tests. A couple 
of ideas are: 

• Volunteers to house the judges 

• Provide dinners for the judges on either, or both, Friday and Saturday. 

• Any ideas would be welcome. 

The President's Track 
Winter 2019

2



February special events 

*Annual get together and Awards: * 
Feb 9 11:30 am at Gorman's Restaurant in 

Lake Elmo. 11011 Stillwater Blvd Lake Elmo, MN 

*Obedience Run Thru:*  
Feb 16 at Animal Inn Lake Elmo, MN  

Start time  approx 9 am 

*Tracklaying Seminar* tentative Sat April 27 Place TBD 

Spring VST 
UW River Falls Campus 

Sunday – June 2 

Marge Schultz and Lois Leidahl-Marsh 
Secretary: Ann Karrick 

On-Site Secretary: Patty Fulton 
Need Head Tracklayer 

  
TDU/VST Seminar 

  

 June 8 at Shamrock Park in Shoreview, MN  
contact: Jenny Zimmerman  

This will be available for all who want to work on 
specific issues. Whether you are new to the sport  

or been doing it for years 

Fall TDU Certification and Run Thrus 
Saturday September 21 at UW River Falls Campus.  

This was a great time even though we have been doing VST tests.  
                  Maybe this is why Diamond passed his VST and became champion tracker! 

Fall TD TEST 
  

October 20, 2019 with Judges Becky Johnson and Lucy Seeley 
Secretary: Ann Karrick 

On-Site Secretary: Denise Peck 
Head Tracklayer: Kati Green 

*2020 VST Test*  
We already have our two judges Joan Telfer and Inge Suchanek. 
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  2019 is going to be a great year for tracking! 

2019 CVTC EVENTS



Diamond 

Another Champion Tracker 

Diamond is Daddy’s boy, but he is my Tracking buddy.  
He loves his job of tracking, but he doesn’t think it is a job at all. 

He was lucky to have a wonderful teacher, his sister, CH CT Baymoor HF Allegretto to learn from.  As a young 
corgi, he would track after she did her track.  He thought nothing of following her VST or her TDX track.  It 
did not matter if it went from grass to pavement or from tall grass to thick woods, it was all fair game. 

I have learned so much in the 20 years of tracking.  But this past year I have been able to refine it.   This was 
done by volunteering as a tracklayer, driving judges and hearing their comments, going to clinics, doing a TDU 
run thru. 
Last year, Diamond was losing his confidence after a VST test in Delavan, Wi.  Yes, some was my fault.  His 
start and soon after was a right run in the middle of a driveway.  He went across the driveway and could not 
come back.  Went to a great clinic with Beth Walker in Delavan last spring, he regained his confidence. 

In 2018, Diamond had confidence.  The Spring CVTC TDX test he was so close and got to the last turn.  But 
importantly he found a favorite toy in the nearby field….a toy, his favorite porker.  It is outside toy and still 
very proud of it, even though it is torn and ragged. 

In September, CVTC had a TDU run thru at River Falls with Joan Telfer. This was a great practice. 

Just to let everyone know, Diamond and I have had lots of practice at several TDX and VST tests. 
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October 14, 2018 was the date for the Des Moines VST.  Judges Ule James and Connie Austin.  I was wearing 
winter clothes and a long outback raincoat, but that did not dampen Diamond’s zeal for tracking.  The first 
leg was a little scary, there was a wind turbine at the start.  He kept glancing over his shoulder at it.  He 
overshot the first turn because of that, but did come back to the 2nd leg.   At the second corner, which was 
right by a building, he went correctly to the left, but came back to the right to investigate.  It was so very 
close to be called off as he went around the corner but came back.  He correctly found the 3rd turn between 
two buildings.  Spent some time as the wind was blowing the scent off the buildings….it felt like hours.  
Found the 4th turn to the left across the parking lot.  The Moment of Truth turn I felt was dead on to the 
right.   But the wind was so strong coming at us, he turned early.  But Ule and Connie took that in account.  
They figured he would have trouble at then last turn since he turned early.  Nope, found the last leg and he 
found the last article.  Diamond was so happy, he ran back to the judges with a smile on his face.  He had 
done it! 

Driving down to Omaha, NE for a TDX test on November 10, less than a month after his VST, I was 
wondering if I was doing the right thing.  Doing another test less than month from doing a VST test.  But, I 
knew Diamond could do it.  He was great at doing VST and TDX work. We have been doing both for 3 years.   

The forecast was not good.  Cold and windy with light snow for both days.  On Saturday for tracklaying, I 
felt sorry for the tracklayers and the judges, it was so cold and windy.  But Sunday, the tracking Gods were 
with us, sunny, warmer and lighter winds.  But the weather was changing…after Diamond’s test. 

I always like to drive to the test area the day before so I make sure I verify the next morning I won’t be late, 
even though we had been there 2 years ago for the TDX test.  I was glad to see that there were signs all over 
the park stating  “No Drones permitted in Park”.  When we were there 2 years ago, at the start of his TDX 
test, there was a drone overhead.  He had never experienced a drone before.  I am not sure that was our 
excuse for not passing, though. 

I was thrilled at the draw to get track 2.  It is all history now. 

OK, Diamond is a Corgi, after 20 years of tracking, I finally learned to wear gloves.  When they are on a 
mission, they pull hard. Thanks to Patty Fulton who told me to work with a 20 ft line instead of a 40 ft 
line.  This helps me to stay with him since he is a strong puller and wants to go! 5



He had no problem with corners, the first cross track and crossing the road.  Once we got across the road, the 
track went straight but it had cross tracks.  These he checked out both ways.  I knew these were cross tracks by 
the way he was searching, so I stepped back a step or two, rescented him, and off he went back on the track. 

The difference between large dogs and small dogs on a woody track, is that small dogs go under fallen limbs and brush.  
The problem, I’m 5’10’’ so crawling under low branches doesn’t work so well.  There is always unwinding the line as they 
do circles around those low brushes. 

But he always finds his track regardless where I might be and stuck!  He found his glove and was so very happy with 
himself.  He could hardly wait for the judges and tracklayer to come up to show them. Knowing he was done, he dragged 
me on the walk out path to the road.  I made the mistake of saying the word “hotdogs” and he started to run back to the 
car which was at least 2 blocks away.  This is what exactly happened to Allie after she got her VST/CT, ran back to the car 
that was nowhere in sight but she knew where it was.  How do they do that? 

Thank you to all who have helped me along the way and through many years with 3 tracking corgis. All 3 have been 
amazing trackers, all with their own style. 

Sheila Koon has stood by my side with weekly lessons, Becky Johnson always gave me valuable tidbits. Joan Telfer pushed 
me many years ago and Croix Valley Tracking Club and all members to further my knowledge and providing tests, 
seminars and great people.  

Just because Diamond has his Champion Tracker, we will still be out there tracking! 
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2018  VST  Test
Croix Valley 

Tracking Club
Photos by Joan Telfer
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Patty Fulton 



FALL TDX 
Kinnickinnic State Park
River Falls, Wisconsin

                          Sunday – October 21, 2018

Photos by Joan Telfer

Trackers gather
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Judge
Kamrin MacKnight

Judge
Jon Bishop
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Trackers and Judges get 
ready to head  out to the 
                    tracks

Wendy Sommer 
& 

Haute Volens Xenon

Karlyn Berg 
& 

Lokki Ulfhedinn Von Valkyrie

Jane Jacobson
 & 

Shadowmyst Golden Beryl Lotus
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Karen Boyes 
& 

Tuckercreek’s Casa Viva  TD 

 TDX

Australian Shepherd
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Kathleen Green & Nuestra Amiga Rocki TD CA
 TDX

Russell Terrier



Jane Jacobson
 & 

Shadowmyst Golden Beryl Lotus TD
 TDX

Labrador Retriever
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From the AKC Board new proposed Tracking Regulation 
                                                                            Tracking – “Making Life Easier” Recommendations 
The Board reviewed five recommendations from the Tracking Staff in the Sport & Events Department meant to 

address issues and questions that have been raised by the tracking community regarding participation in the sport. 

None of the recommendations change the substance of the test. They are in summary:  FINAL JANUARY 8-9, 2019

1. Allowing the Tracking Test secretary to enter the test – The recommended change allows the host club to decide 
if they will permit their tracking test secretary to enter the event.

2. Extending the Tracking Certification expiration date – The recommendation is to extend the expiration date to 

two years (24 months) to allow a handler a longer period of time to utilize the certificates before they expire; this 

would enable the certification to span more than one tracking season, and thereby not cause a hardship to 
participate.

3. Adding to the Pool of Tracking Certification Judges – The recommendation would be to allow any person that has 

put a TDX or VST title on a dog within the past ten (10) years to perform certifications. Thereby adding to the pool 

of evaluators eligible to certify dogs for TD/TDU tests, which will increase the number of dogs eligible to participate 

in the sport.

4. Allow Dogs with Physical Challenges to Participate in Tracking – The recommendation is to allow dogs with 

physical challenges (including amputees) to be eligible to participate in AKC tracking tests, provided, in the opinion of 

the judge, they display no signs of physical discomfort and can safely complete the test.

5. Clarifying the Combined Test limits – In Chapter 1, Section 17a of the Tracking Regulations addresses entry limits 

for combined tests, however it needs to be clarified. To clarify these combined test limits, staff proposes adding the 
following table to the end of Section 19:

Combined Tests Entry Limits (may be less):

Up to 2 TD/TDU with up to 5 TDX or 5 VST entries

Up to 4 TD/TDU with up to 4 TDX or 4 VST entries
Up to 6 TD/TDU with up to 3 TDX or 3 VST entries

Up to 8 TD/TDU with up to 2 TDX or 2 VST entries

Up to 10 TD/TDU with up to 1 TDX or 1 VST entry

TDX tracks combined with VST tracks are limited to 6 entries Adding the information above does not change the 
limits of what a club may currently hold at their events, but rather clarifies the limitations. This will match the 

information found in the Tracking Test Manual and by adding it to the Regulations, it will help to clarify what is often 

misunderstood. 

These recommendations were discussed with the Companion Events Delegates Committee at the December 2018 

meeting. They voted in favor of all five recommendations, with a request to modify item #3 to allow any person that 
has put a TDX or VST title on a dog within the past ten (10) years to perform certifications, instead of the staff 

recommended five (5) years. Staff agrees with this change and has included it as the recommendation.

This recommendation is a change to Regulations and may be made by a vote of the Board. If approved, this 

change would become effective April 1, 2019. 13



2019 Croix Valley Tracking Club 
Membership Renewal (for 2019) 

Date Submitted________________ 
Membership Dues $30.00 , one voucher can be used for membership or to get in the worker draw for one of our tests.  Using my 
voucher for membership___________ $15  (see below for more information on vouchers) 

Applicant(s) Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________________State____________Zip Code_______________ 

Phone: __________________________ cell phone:_____________________________ 

E-Mail _______________________________________ 

Occupation (optional): ___________________________________________________________________ 

How do you want to be notified of upcoming events? Check one:       Email me ___      Call me _____ 

I/We hereby agree to abide by the constitution and bylaws of the Croix Valley Tracking Club and the Rules and 
Regulations of the American Kennel Club. 
Email Notification  CVTC events/info notification is done by Email  croixvalley_tracking@yahoogroups.com 
If you do not get notifications, please let Jenny Zimmerman know    tabodyworks@gmail.com 
Signature _______________________________________________________ 

Indicate the areas in which you would be willing to help at a match or trial:       

(Best way to notify you: ____ email___ text____call) 

_____Chairperson _____Judge _____Trial Secretary _____Head Tracklayer     _____Tracklayer 

_____Cross-Tracklayer _____Hospitality _____Gallery Control _____Fundraising Activities 

____housing for out of state tracking judges _____Transportation for judges at trial or transportation for  

exhibitors and/or tracklayers at trial _____Do you want to be a Nominee for CVTC Board of Directors 

Please mail completed application with dues payable to:  Croix Valley Tracking Club 
        Jenny Zimmerman 
        780 Cottage Ave W. 

St. Paul, MN 55117 

Thank you for renewing and welcome to Croix Valley Tracking Club!  Visit our website at www.cvtclub.org 

Remember, one day of work gets you 1/2 of a voucher or 1/2 of worker draw coupon  
Two days gets you a voucher (for 1/2 off of membership) or a worker draw coupon.      

Out of state members can help by preparing flyers, finding judges ….just call a board member. 
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