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I am honored on being president of a wonderful tracking club 
with wonderful people. 

I can't remember how long I've been a member of the Croix 
Valley Tracking Club, maybe 17 years, there are other people who 
have been here longer and put in their sweat and tears on making 
this club and tracking successfully and fun.  We have people who 

have only recently joined and others who have many years that have come out to help making our tests and 
seminars successful. 

2018 will be another exciting year.  Let's hope the weather cooperates with all of Croix Valley Tracking Club’s 
activities.  But, it isn't just the weather to make the activities successful and fun, it is all the volunteers.  If the 
organizer doesn't call or email you directly, please don't feel neglected. Please check the dates, put them in your 
calendar and either call, text, or email that organizer  or myself. 

The May 6 TDX test is scheduled for Kinnickinnic  State Park. There is a potential that the WI DNR will have a 
“planned burn”.  But there is no date. If it affects our TDX test, then we will also use Willow River park, north 
of Hudson. 

The June 6 VST will be at River Falls University.  

June 9 will be a tracking seminar. Even though it says Beginner, it is for everyone! Getting Started in AKC 
Tracking. It will be a time to practice things like Moment of Truth turns, how wind and other weather  
conditions change the track, buildings, fences, etc. In the afternoon, we will have a mini TD/TDU track in 2 
different areas. 

September 23 will be a TDU certification.  For those that do not or already have a certification for entering 
tests there will be a Run Thru for the TDU tracks after the certification tracks.  More info later. 

The Fall TDX scheduled for October 21 is dependent upon volunteers for test secretary, head tracklayer, 
tracklayer, etc 

We need volunteers to make all of these successful! 

But, there is a lot more than just tests or seminars that makes CVTC work. One example, Nate Beaudin has 
taken over the updating of our website from Dan Kilbury.  But yet, I wish I could thank all of you individually 
for helping, but that would take pages to cover everyone. 

To have a newsletter,  requires pictures and articles.  Karlyn works hard putting the newsletter together, but is 
difficult without having up to date information and pictures,  please send them to her 
karlyn.atkinson.berg@wildblue.net 

Thank you, Dan, for all the years on the CVTC board and being president and keeping things moving. I hope I 
can keep up. 

Remember,  tracking is about having fun and To Trust Your Dog! 

The President's Track 
Spring 2018
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2018 CVTC EVENTS

Spring TDX 
Kinnickinnick State Park 

Sunday – May 6, 2018 

Judges: Tony Ginter and Fran Smith 
Chair: Dan Kilbury 

Secretary: Robin Kilbury 
Head Tracklayer: Kati Green 

Hospitality: Dan Kilbury 
  

Spring VST 
UW River Falls Campus 

Sunday – June 3, 2018 

Judges: Marge Schultz and Lois Leidahl-Marsh 
Chair: Kati Green 

Secretary: Denise Peck 
Head Tracklayer: Kati Green 

                                                                        Hospitality: Needed
  

Getting Started in AKC Tracking Seminar 
Shamrock Park, Shoreview 

Saturday – June 9, 2018 

Fall TDU Certification 
Minnesota Masonic Heritage Center 

Sunday – September 23, 2017 

Judge: Marge Schultz 
5 Track Certification Test Seminar

  
Fall TDX 

Sunday – October 21, 2017 

Judges: TBD 
Chair: Needed 

Secretary: Needed 
Head Tracklayer: Needed 

Hospitality: Needed 2
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NEW TDX
Magnum vom Wildhaus 

TC,CD,PCD,PCDX,CGC,TDX
Eagle, Ginny Eason
German Shepherd

SPRING  TD and TDX 
Croix Valley Tracking Club

Kinnickinnic State Park
River Falls, Wisconsin

May 7, 2017

NEW TD
Ethos Intel Inside

Joy Schneider with Emma
Grand Bassett Griffon Vendeen
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FALL TDX 
Twin Cities Obedience 

Training Club
Kinnickinnic State Park

River Falls, Wisconsin, 2017
October 29, 2017 It was a really cold day but that did not stop 

trackers, judges and dogs and observers.  
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FALL TDX 
Twin Cities Obedience 

Training Club
Kinnickinnic State Park
River Falls, Wisconsin, 

2017

NEW TDX
Nuestro Rey de Piratas  CGC,TD, RATN

Kathleen Green
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FALL TDX 
Twin Cities Obedience 

Training Club
Kinnickinnic State Park

River Falls, Wisconsin, 2017
October 29, 2017

NEW TDX
Trinity All That ’N Then Some

Flair
Beth Elliott

When were the first TD, TDU, TDX and VST Tracking Tests offer?

The first tracking test (as part of the UD title) was held on September 13, 1937, as 
reported in “The Story of Dog Obedience” by Blanche Saunders.  The first tracking 
test at which a dog could earn a TD title was October 7, 1947.  Until that time, 
tracking was part of the Utility Dog title.  The TDX test was first offered in 1980 
and the VST test offered in 1995.  In 2014, the Tracking Dog Urban (TDU) title was 
added. 
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FALL TD 
Croix Valley Tracking Club

Kinnickinnic State Park
River Falls, Wisconsin, 2017

October, 2017

Check out this whiteboard!! 
 

 A great day at Kinnickinnic!

Expo earned her CT 
Wendy Sommer 

Delavan, WI.

(Full report next issue)
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CT Kantishna Trueflight CDX

Des Moines Obedience Training Club
October 15, 2017

By Patty Fulton

We drew the fourth and last track of the day. I hoped this  
would allow the strong winds to die down. They did a bit, but  
were still significant. The track was 3.5 hours old, 632 yards,  
with 7 (yes, 7) corners and almost 30 cover changes. (Good grief,  
no wonder I thought I was going crazy). Five of the turns were to the right, have I mentioned to you 
that he is weaker turning right than left? I’ve worked on it and it has improved a great deal, but it is 

still his weaker side. 
 
Archer started out strong with a piece of leather for his first article, 
but decided to do a circle when a big gust came from the gallery to us 
on the first leg. He over shot the first corner, but came back to find it 
and worked his way down to the building itself. The curvy section on 
the third leg was a section of stone he had to work through so he 
could have a fourth surface. When we got to the end of the building 
the wind wrapped him to the right, but he straightened up and I was 
thrilled to see the second article - a blue plastic electrical box. (At this 
point I no longer cared that my socks were getting wet, I had sandals 
for the drive home.) Again he over shot the third corner, but I had 
noticed a mushroom he specifically poked as he went by. Yep, he 
worked back to that mushroom to make the turn towards the parking 
lot. Each section of grass between the concrete was a wet, muddy 

culvert that had to be worked. Fortunately, I didn’t push him or I would have sent him the wrong 
way to a non article, but it was so very attractive. He made the next turn by bouncing between the 
two grass medians. So much trash had to be checked for potential articles and this was our leg of 
purgatory. He worked it an additional 70 yards all the way to the end of the parking lot and then 
BACK to the actual corner. At one point I silently begged the judges to end our torture and just blow 
the whistle, but I involuntarily watered him (stick the bottle under the lip and squeeze as the 
stubborn little dog absolutely refuses to drink while working) and rescented him. It turns out that 
the wind was blowing scent from the last two articles right out to this section, I can’t believe that he 
went back to the hot track to find the fifth corner. By now, I’m rather lost and simply supporting my 
dog. I see no sign of any articles, so I hope that he has given enough indication to the judges as I 
assume that one is missing. Then I see a boot print in mud. There is still hope. Then I see a metal 
electrical bracket and my dog is acting normal again! Wait, he turned away from it. more cover 
changes to sort through and we finally made it to the grass. He lit up when he caught scent of 
the final article and surged up to down on it. 

Archers VST and new 
Champion Tracker

 CT
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NO! YES! He found it and laid down like he is supposed to! No one is cheering nor blowing whistles, so 
we are still alive and actively searching for one more stinking article. Now he is working an area of grass, 
mulch, cypress trees, benches, lights, retaining walls, and the ever present wind. The layout tells me that 
this has to be the final leg (I had no clue how many corners we had fought through by this time.) I 
looked up and saw a red bandana glowing in the grass ahead of us, but Archer is working more cover 
changes and won’t commit to crossing a driveway. I cross my fingers and put a bit of pressure on him 
and he moved across. Still more cover changes to sort through and we finally made it to the grass. He lit 
up when he caught scent of the final article and surged up to down on it. 
Huge cheers met my waving of the red bandana as a white piece of paper with a lovely #4 fluttered to the 
ground. My 2.5 year old “baby” dog worked that track for 51 minutes. It was the hardest track I have 
ever been on. We both held so much concentration for so long. (Apparently a car drove up in one of the 
parking lots we were working, unloaded and started playing with their BC. Neither of us noticed.) 
Fortunately, it was cool and the judges were patient to let him work out each puzzle. I am in awe of what 

12



13



Sophie passed her TD at the Greater Kansas City Dog 
Training Club test on Sunday, Nov 5, 2017.  It was a 
cool, moderate windy day with her track being in 
medium to tall cover.  Sophie started great but then 
turned into a puppy brain.  She checked the deer trails 
and a pheasant smell.  I could tell because her tail went 
into hunting, wagging mode.  We crossed a couple of 

walking paths where she checked the smells of the people and dogs 
that had gone by.  I did not know if we would make it.  I was getting 
pretty tired of telling her to “leave it”.  Then low and behold she 
started getting a smile on her face and her tail wagged like crazy, not 
the pheasant wag.  I asked her what she got and down she went.  
What a great feeling that was.  Now on to training the next steps and 

FALL TD 
Greater Kansas City Dog 

Training Club

November 5,  2017

NEW TD
Sunshine Sophie's Flyway 

Sophie
Becky Johnson
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TDU/VST test at the Masonic site in 
Bloomington

Croix Valley Tracking Club

TDU track draw

      TDX 
“Moment of truth” turn 
 for Joan Telfer &

      Joan & Marge

Judges discuss 
plotting out tracks
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2018 Croix Valley Tracking Club 
Membership Renewal (for 2018) 

Date Submitted________________ 
Membership Dues $30.00 , one voucher can be used for membership or to get in the worker draw for one of our tests.  Using my 
voucher for membership___________ $15  (see below for more information on vouchers) 

Applicant(s) Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________________State____________Zip Code_______________ 

Phone: __________________________ cell phone:_____________________________ 

E-Mail _______________________________________ 

Occupation (optional): ___________________________________________________________________ 

How do you want to be notified of upcoming events? Check one:       Email me ___      Call me _____ 

I/We hereby agree to abide by the constitution and bylaws of the Croix Valley Tracking Club and the Rules and 
Regulations of the American Kennel Club. 
Email Notification  CVTC events/info notification is done by Email  croixvalley_tracking@yahoogroups.com 
If you do not get notifications, please let Jenny Zimmerman know    tabodyworks@gmail.com 
Signature _______________________________________________________ 

Indicate the areas in which you would be willing to help at a match or trial:       

(Best way to notify you: ____ email___ text____call) 

_____Chairperson _____Judge _____Trial Secretary _____Head Tracklayer     _____Tracklayer 

_____Cross-Tracklayer _____Hospitality _____Gallery Control _____Fundraising Activities 

____housing for out of state tracking judges _____Transportation for judges at trial or transportation for  

exhibitors and/or tracklayers at trial _____Do you want to be a Nominee for CVTC Board of Directors 

Please mail completed application with dues payable to:  Croix Valley Tracking Club 
        Jenny Zimmerman 
        780 Cottage Ave W. 

St. Paul, MN 55117 

Thank you for renewing and welcome to Croix Valley Tracking Club!  Visit our website at www.cvtclub.org 

Remember, one day of work gets you 1/2 of a voucher or 1/2 of worker draw coupon  
Two days gets you a voucher (for 1/2 off of membership) or a worker draw coupon.      

Out of state members can help by preparing flyers, finding judges ….just call a board member. 
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