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The Introduction to Tracking Seminar...held on June 5-6, 2015 was 
very successful.   We received a great deal of positive feedback from the 
participants.  All twelve working spots filled and there were four 
auditors.   The breeds that we worked with included Australian 
Shepherd, Boxer, English Cocker Spaniel, Golden Retriever, 
Newfoundland, Labrador Retriever, Poodle, Sheltie and Bernese 
Mountain Dog.  Most of the dogs got excellent starts on their tracking 
careers.  

Across the two days much information was imparted.  The goal was to 
give participants a well rounded introduction to the sport of AKC style 
tracking.  Exercises were held at Kinnickinnic State Park in River Falls, 
Wisconsin.  They included tracking basics including getting your dog 
started tracking and article training, tracklaying/mapmaking and line 
handling.  At the end of the second day, all of the handler/dog teams ran 
tracks that we put in during the tracklaying sessions.

The seminar took a lot of “man/woman” hours to accomplish.  Thank you 
to Marge Schultz, Robin Kilbury, Kati Green and Dan Kilbury.  Our club 
netted $612.19 from the seminar.

Note: The Current Board is listed below 
and elections will occur at 

up-coming banquet.
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The President's Track - Winter 2016

We were blessed with great weather in 2015. I heard 3rd best in history. I hope all trackers got out 
and "Followed" their dog.
   Thanks to all the volunteers that made things happen last year. This club has an amazing group 
of members that make club events shine so successfully. 
    The 2015 spring seminar was very successful. Watch for dates in June for the 2016 seminar. The 
board is setting up for dual events TD/TDX in spring. Would like to see a team to work on logistics 
to use the dual event structure to work on including UTD events for 2017. New this year is a
tracklaying seminar offered by our wonderful club judges. This is free to all attendees, it is geared 
towards people that want to understand TDX tracklaying so they can assist in TDX tests. 
    We worked out with Twin Cities Obedience Training Club to have them continue to offer their 8 
track Fall TD and we'll offer a Fall TDX. The board will review the outcome of entries to evaluate 
for Fall of 2017. 
    Oh! The new website is up. Thanks to the crew that made that happen. Check it out. I'd like to 
utilize the website to have information available as it changes, including picture updates. If you 
take pictures or videos at club events, please share them for newsletter and website exposure. Both 
camps are starving for more pictures. Also, check the website for open event positions to lend your 
talents. There are lots of choices and we need the help.
   My term is up at this upcoming annual banquet in February.  So if you want a board change, this 
is your chance. 

Happy Tracking Everyone, 

Dan



Coming up
Tracklaying Seminar 

Free and open to all levels of Tracking Enthusiasts.

Presented by CVTC Member Judges
River Falls,Wi – Kinnickinnic State Park

Date: TBD
Open to all who are interested in learning how to lay a TD/TDX track. This Seminar would like to see 

folks that are nervous about being a tracklayer or those that want to learn how to lay training TDX 
tracks. 

Listen to the experts show you how tracks are set up.
There is a park fee which is everyone’s own responsibility to pay.

There may be demo dogs but this is not a team participation activity. What you do with your brought 
doggie is your business after the seminar.  

CVTC Beginning Tracking Seminar

June 24 -25 2016  
 

Marge Schultz and Robin Kilbury are presenters.
 Friday at TCOTC, Minneapolis Saturday at River Falls,Wi., at Kinnickinnic State Park
  Friday evening (no dogs) and all day Saturday (you  and your dog will be Tracking!)

 All dogs can track! You will learn how to handle the natural tracking skills of your dog.
 

2016 TRACKING SEMINARS
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                   Spring TD / Spring TDX River Falls,Wi – Kinnickinnic State Park
 Judges: Becky Johnson and Judi Edwards
 Date: May 8, 2016 – Closing Date: Apr 28, 2016 
 Chair: Dan Kilbury
 Secretary: Robin Kilbury 
 Head Track Layer: Needed
 Hospitality: Joan Telfer

 Spring VST River Falls, WI
 Judges: Marge Schultz and Jerry Lewis
 Date: June 5, 2016 – Closing Date: May 26, 2016
 Chair: Kati Green 
 Secretary: Needed
 Head Track Layer: Kati Green
                   Hospitality: Needed

 
 Fall VST Mendota Heights, MN
 Date: September 25, 2016 – Closing Date: September 15, 2016
 Judges: Joan Telfer and Stephanie Gonyeau
 Chair: Kati Green                    
                   Secretary: Denise Peck	  
 Head Track Layer: Kati Green 
 Hospitality: Kitty Sweeny

 Fall TDX – River Falls,Wi – Kinnickinnic State Park
 Date: Oct 23, 2016 – Closing Date: Oct 13, 2016
 Judges: TBD
 Chair: Needed
 Secretary: Needed
 Head Track Layer: Needed
 Hospitality: Needed

2016 TRACKING TESTS
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TRACKING DOG (TD)
A dog earns a TD by following a track 440 to 500 yards long with three to 
five changes of direction. The track is laid by a human tracklayer and is 
"aged" 30 minutes to two hours before the dog begins scenting. The goal is to 
use the scented track to locate an article left at the end of the trail by the 
tracklayer. The owner follows the dog on a long leash and can encourage the 
dog during the tracking test.

 

TRACKING DOG EXCELLENT (TDX)
The TDX is earned by following an "older" track (three to five hours) that is 
also longer (800 to 1,000 yard) and has five to seven directional changes with 
the additional challenge of human cross tracks.

 

VARIABLE SURFACE TRACKING (VST)
In the real world, dogs track through urban settings, as well as through 
wilderness. A VST dog has demonstrated this ability by following a three- to 
five-hour-old track that may take him down a street, through a building and 
other areas devoid of vegetation.

 

CHAMPION TRACKER (CT)
A dog that has successfully completed all three tracking titles (TD, TDX and 
VST) earns the prestigious title of Champion Tracker.

Owners who do tracking with their dogs find joy in seeing the dogs at work 
using their innate scenting skills. If you and your dog like the outdoors, try 
tracking!

A list of clubs approved to hold Tracking tests can be found in the club 
search section of our website.

TRACKING TITLES
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF CROIX VALLEY’S VSTS
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Croix Valley Tracking Club began in 1990. At that time, there were no VSTs, but by 1997 our 
founding members had explored a wonderful site and received permission to hold their test there. 
In 1995, AKC held its first VST and shortly thereafter, Joan Telfer and Laura Weber and other 
members of CVTC began looking for a site. They found a wonderful site at the University of 
Wisconsin at River Falls. Fortunately for our club, we had an “insider” Janna Cowen, who not only 
taught at the school, but was a club member. Janna remembers that they were very nervous about 
asking for permission to use the campus, but they successfully convinced the conferences and 
events manager that the dogs would be on leash and he would make some money by our paying 
the fee for use of the campus. We owe a big thanks to Janna for helping us to navigate the campus 
bureaucracy for many years.

The first test was held on June 22, 1997. The judges were Joan Telfer and Pat Wyatt, with Nan 
Cochrane tagging along on plotting day to learn how it was done. The test secretary was Laurie 
Reece, and Janna Cowan was chair and hospitality. In an article in our club newsletter, Nan 
reported how interesting it was to try this new type of test. She also reported that the day started 
out mild, but got up to the 90’s by the end of the test. None of the 6 entrants passed, but all had 
some moments of brilliance. Subsequently, the test dates were changed to Memorial Day in hopes 
that the weather would not be so hot. About 2 years ago, the date was changed to the weekend after 
Memorial Day in hopes that we could get more volunteer helpers.

The first dog to pass one of CVTC’s VSTs was a Portuguese Water Dog and it was about the 5th or 
6th year of the test. No one seems to remember the handler or if the dog was local or not. Anyone 
who can give us more information about this, contact Karlyn for the next newsletter.

After many years of using the River Falls campus for spring tests and summer and fall seminars, 
some of us decided that it would be fun to try a new site. We liked the River Falls site, but wanted 
to add some variety and challenge our members to think of other kinds of scent problems. Of 
course, as soon as we found a new site, the University began remodeling, building, adding on, and 
changing their landscape in such a way that many old tracks will never be able to be repeated 
because they are just not there. So, we look forward to seeing the new athletic area next spring and 
what it will bring to our tracking test.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF CROIX VALLEY’S VSTS  CONTINUED
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In 2009, we began surveying our members and talking to people around the Twin Cities about 
finding a VST site in the Cities. After hitting a dead end at 3M, we decided on using the campuses 
of the West St. Paul Schools for our test. Again, we made good use of an “insider”, Kati Green, 
who had taught in the school district for 33 years and knew many of the teachers and 
administrators. In 2011, Kati and Marge Schultz, who had prepared wonderful materials about 
AKC VST tracking and the use of the sites and had some experience judging at school sites, went 
to visit the Community Ed. Coordinator and presented our case. Kati also talked to every 
principal of every building to make sure they were O.K. with our use of their campuses. We 
proposed to hold our first test in the fall of 2012 after polling the members about a good date.
As the school district covers the town of Mendota Heights and West St. Paul, we contacted the 
City of Mendota Heights to use the small, but lovely, Valley Park as our draw site and picnic area.
The schools we have used for tracks are Henry Sibley High School. Friendly Hills and Heritage 
Middle Schools, and Garlough, Mendota, and Moreland Elementary Schools. There are two more 
schools in the system, but one is an outlier in the district and the other has a very small campus.
The judges at the first VST in Minnesota were Marge Schultz and Jerry Lewis. The head track 
layer was Kati Green because she knew the area and could help people find their way around the 
school district. Like the first test at River Falls, there were no passes. There were no passes the 
second year, but in our third year in 2014, an English Cocker bitch who came all the way from 
California became the first dog to pass the VST in the state of Minnesota. This was a bittersweet 
event for her handler as the dog had been diagnosed with cancer and this was really her final 
chance. We were so happy for her.

This year the VST in District 197 was held on Sunday, September 27. The test secretary/chair was 
Denise Nord. Judges were Meg Azevedo and Joan Telfer. Kati Green was again head track layer. 
We had plenty of track layers and the test filled. Everyone is always welcome to watch our 
amazing dogs work at tests!

Information for this article was contributed by Joan Telfer, Janna Cowan, Nan Cochrane, Jenny 
Zimmerman, and Kati Green. 



VST SEPTEMBER 2015

AWESOME AUTUMN VST IN DISTRICT 197

Croix Valley Tracking Club held their 4th VST in West St. Paul/Mendota Heights ISD 197 on 
September 27, 2015. We were blessed with beautiful weather both for plotting tracks on Saturday 
and running them on Sunday. Although the skies were sunny and it became warm later in the 
afternoon on Sunday, all the track layers had wet feet from laying track in the very wet grass in the 
morning. There was also a cool breeze to make it a little less hot for the dogs on the track.
Judges for the test were Meg Azevedo from California and Joan Telfer from Stillwater. The secretary 
and chair was Denise Nord. Hospitality was ably handled by Krista Trempe and Kati Green. Kati 
Green was head track layer and Rhonda Noetzelman, Megan Nelson, Mary Barker, Christie 
Vereide, Nate Beaudin, Sheila Koon, and Krista Trempe were our able and stinky-footed track 
layers.

The first track was laid at 6:45 to a beautiful sunrise/moonset at Sibley High School. It was run by a 
Welsh Springer Spaniel from Iowa. To quote Rhonda, “she started strong on the beginning of the 
first leg, but faltered when she hit the transition from grass to pavement. She worked to try to get 
back on the track and seemed to recover. Unfortunately, she then veered off track again and was 
whistled off.”

The second track was run by Karlyn Berg and her German Shepherd Raven at Sibley. Raven had a 
good start, too, but was distracted by a Berner and children playing and lost her concentration on 
the track.

Mary Hanson and her Chesapeake Bay Retriever Drake overshot the first turn on the 3rd track. 
They would have been fine except they needed that turn to get back into the parking lot and make 
the MOT; they finally came back into the parking lot at almost the point where they should have 
been heading out. They also had the distraction of someone playing Frisbee with their dog right 
where the track was.

On the 4th track, Becky Johnson and her Flat-Coated Retriever Cooper had a beautiful start and 
first turn. The parking lot  next to the school and the fencing around the construction on the school 
front surrounded by chain link fence was difficult, but Becky did a fine job of handling and her dog 
made the MOT and found the article and went on to the next leg. Dog and handler made the next 
turn, but missed the 3rd article. But they did an A+ job of working together.
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The fifth track at Garlough was run by Ruth Vogel and her Wirehaired Pointing Griffon. We were 
told that Ruth had been working a lot on starts and you could really see that with her dog. It had the 
best start of any dog in the test. Took the first turn to head into the parking lot, nailed the MOT, 
found an article, nailed the next turn, took the next one through another parking lot and made the 
turn for the next to last leg. There was a large berm and a large tree and somehow the dog got 
distracted from the article on this penultimate leg and was whistled off. Another A+ effort.

The sixth track started in front of Heritage Middle School. Wendy Sommer’s Belgian Tervuren 
Expo did a wonderful start, went out into the parking lot, made the MOT, found the article and 
headed down the sidewalk and turned back into the grassy field west of the school.  The last leg was 
very long and the third article was on it, but the team  missed that turn and article. It was heart 
breaking to watch them come so close.

The judges were able to put in an alternate track at Heritage and Rex, an English Springer Spaniel 
handled by Cheryl Clark ran it. He was the first dog to maneuver through the bus parking lot and 
circle to get back to the south side of the school. Except for a moment when he veered over towards 
the other track, he did a wonderful job. He left that temptation showing that he knew which track 
layer he should follow and went right up to his final article to be the only PASS of the test.  His back 
story was that he was a returned to breeder dog and needed a job, so tracking was his new job. 
Cheryl plans to keep on tracking with him even though he now has his CT. Congratulations to CT 
Trailwinds  Rebound Rex and Cheryl Clark.
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Fall 2016 CVTC TDX

at Kinnickinnic State Park

Congrats to CT Cymbeline’s What A Gem VD MX MXJ VCD2 and 

his handler Krista Trempe on getting his Champion Tracker.

And 

Congrats to Shadowmyst Black Opal Nymphaea TDX RA NAJ 

and her handler Jane Jacobson on getting their TDX.
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Nan Cochrane, Jane Jacobson, Judge Carla Wolter,  Krista Trempe, Judge Jane A. Jonas,  Mary Hanson


